
Seminar Series
22 June 2011

Willie Te Aho
The Supreme Court decision in the Haronga v Waitangi Tribunal

Willie’s seminar will discuss the Supreme Court decision in the Haronga v Waitangi
Tribunal & others that have the same impact on the Treaty settlements environment as
the Ngāti Apa case had on the foreshore and seabed. The Supreme Court has told the
Waitangi Tribunal to consider orders to resume ownership of Crown Forest Lands. In 36
years, the Waitangi Tribunal has only used their resumption powers once. This was in
respect to the Turangi Township. Now the Waitangi Tribunal has to consider the
application by Mangatu Incorporation for the return of land that the Crown acquired for
the purposes of forestry in 1961. A Waitangi Tribunal hearing will be held in the next 12
months. For Treaty claimants who have a Waitangi Tribunal report, the implications will
be major.

Willie Te Aho of Te Whānau‐ā‐Apanui and Ngāti Kahungunu has a MBA from Waikato University and a law 
and arts degree from the University of Auckland. He is currently the CEO for Indigenous Corporate Solutions 
Limited – which Carter Holt Harvey Limited were a founding shareholder of. Willie is one of a few specialist 
Treaty negotiators and his current negotiation roles include Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Kōroki Kahukura, Te 
Aitanga a Mahaki, Ngā Ariki Kaiputahi and Ngāti Ranginui. He is also the in‐house strategic adviser for Te 
Pūmautanga o Te Arawa Trust and is one or their directors on the CNI Iwi Holdings Ltd.


