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Matiu Dickson
Ngā Waiata Tawhito o Ngāterangi

The traditional waiata of Māori referred to important aspects of the Māori

cultural practice and knowledge. They were not unlike the legal text books of

Western learning. Keeping this in mind, this session will discuss two waiata

tawhito of Ngāiterangi.

Matiu Dickson is of Ngāiterangi descent; his hapu is Ngai Tukairangi and Ngāti Tapu. He is a
Senior Lecturer at Te Piringa Faculty of Law at Waikato University. After a number of years
teaching at all levels, he has been a barrister and solicitor in private practice, the last seven
years as a sole practitioner. He is a past Tauranga District Councillor, chairing the Planning and
Environment Committee. His special interests are legal education, youth advocacy and the
criminal system, resource management and local government law, and Māori legal issues


