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Jacinta Ruru
Exploring Maori legal rights to firesh water

Jacinta Ruru of Ngati Raukawa ki Waikato, Ngai Ranginui ki Tauranga me Ngati Maniapoto
is a senior lecturer, having joined the Faculty back in 1999. She teaches Laws 455 Maori
Land Law, Laws 461 Law and Indigenous Peoples, and parts of Laws 203 Property Law.
Her research interests include Indigenous peoples’ rights to own, manage and govern
land and water. Jacinta is coordinator the University of Otago Research Cluster for
Natural Resources Law, co-leader of the Centre for Research on National Identity
‘Landscape’ project and co-leader of a four-year water governance research project
based at Landcare Research, funded by the Foundation for Research Science and
Technology (FRST).

She is currently an executive member of Te Hunga Roia Maori o Aotearoa/the Maori Law
Society, the University of Otago Research Committee, and the University of Otago Maori
Academic Staff Caucus. Jacinta has been the recipient of several awards including the
University of Otago Early Career Award for Distinction in Research (2006) and a New
Zealand Fulbright Travel Award (2002). She was contributing author to the book that won
the New Zealand Legal Research Foundation JF Northey Memorial Book Award (2004).




